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The Play called the four PP 
By JOHN HEYWOOD 


“The Four PP” is one of the undoubted plays written 
by ohn Heywood, “the father of English comedy and 
tragedy.” The original copy from which this facsimile is 
taken was published in 1545[?], and is now in the British 
Museum (Press-mark C. 34, e. 43). Other editions were 
printed by W. Copland, n.d. ; and by fohn Allde in 1569. 

Of ‘fohn Heywood himself it must suffice to say that his 
life-story, hitherto fragmentary and vague, is in course of 
being re-written (see “The Play of the Weather, Tudor 
Facsimile Texts”). The most important fact that has in late 
years come to knowledge, one also that throws a flood of light 
on much that has hitherto been vague or inexplicable, is the 
certainty that he was a close connection, by ties of kindred 
and in his soctal relations, of Sir Thomas More ; and that, 
therefore, he was far from occupying the status of Court fool 
assigned to him by Sharman, Ward, and others. 

Mr. . A. Herbert (Manuscript Department, British 
Museum) reports that, comparing this facsimile with the 
original, “it is an excellent reproduction.” The British 


Museum Catalogue remarks, against the entry of this work, 
Vv 


that “‘it is mutilated in binding,” viz., in some of the top 
leaves. Special points of criticism are :— 
(1) &. tit, verso, ine 1, is a@ little more legible in the 
original. 
(2) C. iti, recto, the mark below printing in left-hand 
corner is in pencil in the original. 
(3) @. it. recto, ine 1, is a Little less blurred. 


JOHN S. FARMER. 
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